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women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious, and.known to anybody but the giver and to the owner, who both keep it secret all their life. The
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young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his
gold-bedizened baby's face and whisper, adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons, bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they
saw in them. He had seen the answering hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt. And seeing it, Dulse knew why he had never sought reconciliation with
his father.."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then.Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since
Segoy made the islands of the world,
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