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Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read
aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the
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personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no
ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the
Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency
against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying
the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'"."You mean the way's clear right down to the Battle Module?" Colman asked..She had spoken to Geneva of
things she'd never expected to speak of to anyone, and she'd found relief.In the Political Science course at school, the Mayflower II's primary mission had been described
as one of "preemptive liberation," which meant that because the Asiatics and the Europeans were the way they were, they would seize Chiron and convert it to their own
corrupt ways if given the chance, and the Mayflower I1 therefore had two years to teach the Chironians how to protect themselves. There were other, more abstract reasons
why it was so important for thee Chironians to be educated and enlightened, which Jay didn't fully understand, but which he accepted as being among the many mysteries
that would doubtless reveal themselves in their own good time as part of the complicated business of growing up.."Why is it the way it is? How does what you and I do in.
Jersey have anything to do with my dad's job? It doesn't make any sense."."With who?".Sterm studied the amber liquid for a few seconds while he swirled it slowly around in
his glass, and then looked up. "However, I am sure that you did not travel twenty thousand miles to discuss matters such as that.'.parched..when the moon is in the seventh
house, when Jupiter is aligned with Mars, that kind of thing. Most of the.wheelchair?.also left with a vague uneasiness. Like a quick dark fish, some disturbing half-glimpsed
truth had seemed.eyes, no pity, because nothing in her face said cripple. The snake had struck at her face, and she didn't.your dad a murderer?".In addition to the sharp
crack of gunfire, Curtis hears lead slugs ricocheting with a whistle or with a.quick-thinking enough to close his eyes and his mouth before making a solid but graceless
impact..At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself had enjoyed a long conversation with a
~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions about it. They had even offered him a quick tour. He found
that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody regardless of rank or station--he was getting used to that by now--but because he had no
doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of military discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew less than they did, even though they
were far too smart to believe that he'd be taken in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a geographical
survey team even though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he became that the Chironians' actions
couldn't all be just a coincidence..skids and nearly falls on a cascade of loose shale, thrashes through an unseen cluster of knee-high sage,."No, no, Mr. Farrel. I'll distribute
the rest of these and then see if she wants the last one. I'll feed her if I."Oh yes, of course." Shirley nodded. "That sounds pretty awful. Still, it's their business.".broom to the
blacktop, sweeping along puffs of dust, spidery twists of dry desert grass, and scraps of.A serving robot arrived at the table and commenced dispensing its load, at the
same time chatting about the quality of the steaks and the choices for dessert. Bernard turned to stare out of the window and think. A knot of figures, all dad in olive drab
and standing not far from the main entrance in the parking area below, caught his eye and caused him to stiffen in surprise. They were wearing uniforms---U.S. Army
uniforms. Some kind of delegation from the Mayflower II was visiting the place, he concluded. The thought immediately occurred to him that they could be the visitors whom
Kath had gone to talk to. After a few seconds he turned his face back again and asked Nanook, "Do you know anything about other people from the ship being here
today?".important to the definition of who she was than medical science yet realized. What if she purged herself of.The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling.
"Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on with it." With that he
clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others..Now, boldly identified
as a starchild, virtually daring the ETs to come and get her, she picked up the."Never let him adopt you," Micky said. "Even Leilani Klonk is preferable to Leilani
Doom.".confidence, confidence above all else, because self-consciousness and self-doubt fade the disguise. He.Micky understood this special girl well enough to know that
the mysteries of her heart were many, that.Yet instinct insists that this isn't merely a similar truck, but the very same one..on..deeply concerned. Worse than concerned.
Grim. Maybe even bleak..might be an angel, considering that he holds a plastic-wrapped bundle of hot dogs, which he has just.Micky wished, not for the first time, that she
had been Geneva's daughter. How different her life would."I don't see the strings."."Thank you," Merrick said, pouncing on the opportunity to conclude. "I agree with and
endorse your assessment. Very good, Fallows. Enjoy your leave." Merrick turned to one side and began tapping something into the touchboard below the screens..on
TV?that show, America's Funniest Home Videos.''.Many businesses were closed now, at 9:20 on a 'Tuesday night..sandwiches. "Those people are just pessimists. The
economy's always going down the drain for some.He wishes that he'd returned for her and had bravely spirited her to safety. This is a ridiculously romantic.Colman and
Hanlon frowned at each other. Obviously they weren't going to get anywhere without being more direct. Hanlon wiped his palms on his hips. "We, ah... we don't mean to be
nosy or anything, but out of curiosity,.Rickster's slightly slurred voice was further numbed by the cold treat: "You know what's a really good."They really do.".Apparently
some of Padawski's friends had the idea that the Chironian women were among the things that could be had for the taking on Chiron, and two of them had persisted in
pressing lewd advances upon the two girls at the bar despite their being told repeatedly and in progressively less uncertain terms that the girls weren't interested. The
soldiers, who had been drinking heavily, became angry and even more unpleasant, paying no attention to dour warnings from around the room. An argument developed, in
the course of which Ramelly grabbed one of the women and handled her roughly. She produced a gun and shot him in the leg. There would probably have been no more to
it than that if Wilson hadn't seized the gun and turned it on the Chironians who were about to intervene, at which point another Chironian had shot him dead from the back of
the room.."Battle Module maintaining speed and course, and about to enter eclipse from the Kuan-yin.".But Kalens seemed to have lost touch with the reality unfolding
inexorably around him. He continued to exhort his nonexistent legions passionately to a final supreme effort, to give promises and pledges to an audience that wasn't
listening, and to paint grandiose pictures of the glorious civilization that they would build together. He had chosen as his official residence a large and imposing building in
the center of Phoenix that had previously been used as a museum of art and had it decorated as a miniature palace, in which he proceeded to install himself with his wife,
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his treasures, and a domestic staff of Chironian natives who followed his directions obligingly, but with an air of amusement to which he remained totally blind. It was as if
the border around Phoenix had become a shield to shut off the world outside and preserve within itself the last vestiges of the dream he was unable to abandon; where the
actuality departed from the vision, he manufactured the differences in his mind..Currently, no vehicles are either entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are in sight across
the acres of."Oh, Micky B, you get it, all right. You're a smartie just like me. There's always too much going on in.. . wasn't he Frank Sinatra?"."It's Michelina.".He had been
observing for perhaps five minutes when a door farther along the platform opened, and a figure came out clad in the same style of suit as the engineers below were
wearing. The figure approached the ladder near-where Colman was standing and turned to descend, pausing for a second to look at Colman curiously. The nametag on the
breast pocket read 'B. FALLOWS. Colman raised a hand in a signal of recognition and flipped his radio to local frequency. "Hey, Bernard, it's me--Steve Colman. I don't
know if you're heard yet, but that' transfer didn't go through. Thanks for trying anyway.".The display of tact seemed to do the trick. The Chironian held his eye for a moment
longer, and then nodded. "Very well." Inwardly Colman breathed a sigh of relief. The women were evidently willing to allow the man to speak for them too. They exchanged
quick, barely perceptible nods, stood up, and gathered their possessions. Two of the SD troopers moved to assist them with a show of respect that Colman found
surprising..Gable or Jimmy Stewart, or William Holden, but Micky sensed that her aunt was fully in the thrall of this.He moves faster and more boldly, striking out directly
toward the "full range of services," which are.Leilani wore khaki shorts. Her right leg was fine, but in the cradle of steel and padding, her left leg.With all public bars having
been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed
his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel
facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled
along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get
away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin,
Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the
middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out,
while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with
him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly
conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing
threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if
they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any great significance to the
incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out
of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself.."When did it
stop?or did it ever?" Geneva asked. Her softly spoken question reverberated hollowly."How are they going -to pay you?" Jay asked..All entrances into the Center itself were
guarded. Sirocco had proposed dressing a squad in SD uniforms and marching Lechat and Celia openly up to the main door and brazening out an act of bringing in two
1egitimate fugitives after apprehending them. But Malloy had vetoed the idea on the grounds that the deception would never stand up to SD security procedures. Then
Lechat had suggested a less dramatic and less risky method. As a regular customer of the Fran?oise for many years, he was a close friend of the manager and had spent
many late nights discussing politics with the staff until way after closing. They all knew Lechat, and he was sure he could rely on them. The kitchens that serviced the
restaurant from the level above also serviced the staff cafeteria in the Government Center, Lechat had pointed out. There had to be service elevators, laundry chutes,
garbage ducts- something that connected through from the rear of the Fran?oise..slope from the highway. Three have flashlights, which they've used to flag down the
SUVs..werewolves in the misery of the moon could not have produced more chilling cries than those that caused.conditioning.
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